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which were originally laid out by Jahangir (1605-27) and Shah
Jahan (1628-58) for their own use, have for generations been public
property, and have played, and are playing, such an intimate part
in the life of Kashmir, whether of the residents or of tourists, that
it is impossible to think of the valley without Shalimar and Nishat,
Chashma-i Shahi and AchabaL Accordingly, so far as the exigencies
of the present-day conditions, and, of course, the funds, permitted,
these gardens have been restored. The fountains and cascades
play as they probably did when Jahangir and Nur Jahan held court
and dispensed largesse on the smooth lawns of the Shalimar under
the shade of the lordly chinar (oriental plane). It must, however,
be admitted that all restoration is not strictly in accordance with the
style of the period to which the buildings belonged. Nevertheless,
whatever is new is unobtrusive, and the spirit that pervades the
Mughal Gardens of Kashmir is that of the great Emperors and their
consorts and the nobles of their court, gracious and leisurely, re-
minding one of the spacious times that have passed away, perhaps
for ever.

To the question, 'What has the Archaeological Department
done?' many replies are possible and have been given, but there is
one reply, which was once given in my presence, which struck rather
an unusual note, viz., 'It has given us our self-respect, and
increased our national stature/ It seemed to me that this was a
very true statement of the case from one, and a very important,
point of view. As a result of the work of the Department, new
light has been thrown on the past of the country, and the heritage
which we received from our forbears is being preserved and passed
on to posterity in a more satisfactory condition than it was when it
came into our possession.1*2
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